‘The show must go on’ 

With the invitation of the Montreal Jazz Fest in their kitty, Bhoomi is on a musical high. Frontman  Soumitra rules out the question of in-house jealousy in a freewheeling chat with Zinia Sen 

So, Bhoomi’s making all the noise, both in India and abroad... 

• Isn’t that great? For the past two to three years, there has been some correspondence with the organisers of the Montreal Jazz Fest and we had even put in our music on the website. Last year, they had invited us to perform at the fest, but it didn’t materialise since we were busy with our album recording. This year, when we informed them that we were available in June, they invited us over to perform in the World Music category. It’s quite incredible since the fest is the biggest accumulation of jazz musicians. The performance is on June 25 and we’ll be getting the primetime slot. Our event is named A Night to Remember. 
But the performers’ list has five members of Bhoomi, what happened to the sixth member? 
Sanjay might have had visa problems, so we decided to stick to a five-member format. 
Surajit is composing music for a film, you had also sung for Mr and Mrs Iyer. Are you pursuing film music? 

• The problem is that we don’t wanted to be dictated by others, when it comes to composing music. I had also sung for a telefilm before, but good music can’t be churned out with people breathing down your neck. I would gladly do a number if it suits my style and I get to feel that it’s ‘my song’. The band also needs to get highlighted in such projects. 
You had also acted in the telefilm, Sahasha Ele Tumi. Is acting on the cards? 

• That telefilm was a great experience, where I played a musician who had to deal with in-house jealousy. It was like playing myself, or for that matter any musician. But I refused to cram the lengthy dialogues and improvised on the same. The output surpassed expectations of everyone around me. I also earned rave reviews. 
So, why didn’t you pursue acting? 

• That’s because no one offered me anything after that! In fact, I have a script of a musical on me, which was really liked by a Tollywood director. But after that I never followed up on that. He never called back and I didn’t have the tenacity to call up and find out. I’m happy knowing that the script is with me — all set to be worked on. Neither the script nor me are running away in a hurry. 
Coming back to in-house jealousy, doesn’t solo projects pose problems for the band? 

• You mean, ego hassles? No, we never had any. I’m happy knowing that Surajit is simultaneously composing music for two films. He had also given his feedback when I scored 20 songs for a Urmila Bhowmick dance drama on Meera Bai. In fact, Urmiladi wanted to rope in one of the masters of classical music. I know that would have been good, but there’s a certain freshness about the numbers that I’ve composed. The songs are all in kirtan style and Surajit told me that he had heard that the music is good. It works out fine between us. It’s all about knowing your priorities. I know, Surajit would never ask us to cancel our show because he’s busy recording a film number. We are united in one thought — that the show must go on. 
So, what keeps you going? 

• I would say, my family in North Bengal. Everyone in my family has got either rhythm or voice. Just that they don’t explore it commercially. The very thought of them keeps me grounded and also the fact that I’m the least talented in my family. Both my family and my choir background in Darjeeling, where I had dabbled in too many musicals, are the reasons behind the little success that I’ve attained in life. 
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